The Jenny Lind Anniversary Concert, Castle Clinton National 
Monument 

The American debut of Jenny Lind was here and it was sponsored 
by P. T. Barnum and Castle Garden was the first theatre in 

New York to have gas lights and six thousand spectators were 
inside the theatre and outside the walls of the Castle the 
Evening Post reported that there were some two hundred White- 
hall boats collected and they were all filled with men and 

women and children and they were all listening. A commemorative 
concert and with two exceptions this is the same concert pro- 
gram that was heard here one hundred and twenty-five years ago 
tonight and Jenny Lind was thirty that night and she died in 
1887 and eighty-eight years later she has an audience and none 
of us has ever heard her sing. Castle Garden was situated off 
the shore of Battery Park and was connected thereto by a bridge 
and when Aubert of Avranches fell asleep on the Rocher de la 
Tombe he dreamed that Michael the Archangel told him to build 

a church in that place and Mont Saint Michel is a Benedictine 
monastery and twice a day it becomes an island like Castle Garden 
and Elba and Corsica and St. Helena and Manhattan and this field 
is all clover and the Crimean War and the Civil War have not yet 
taken place and Victoria is Queen of England. Jenny Lind and 
television cameras and sound equipment and woofers and tweeters 
and testing one two and arc lights and what are we doing here. 
Re-creating an antique is forgery and Williamsburg is Williams- 
burg and twentieth-century Williamsburg is a fake and it must 
not be forgotten that Jenny Lind's American debut is the pretext 
for this concert and it is the music which is the reason we are 
here, New candles from old molds and P. T. Barnum held an auction 
in Castle Garden at which one thousand tickets for the debut were 
sold for $10,141 and each of the five thousand people who at- 
tended that auction paid a bit to get into Castle Garden and 
publicity and packaging and updated publicity and updated 
packaging and the music is the same and will the music get lost 
under all the publicity and packaging and did the music get lost 
under all the publicity and packaging and did anybody listen to 





